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Abstract
Over the part forty-five years, ASEAN or Association of Southeast Asian

Nations has been accepted in many areas, for example : to promote regional peace
and stability of the member countries ; to provide assistances in mediating in the
disputes in Cambodia ; to establish ASEAN Free Tread Area, etc. However, there
are still some tensions occurring out of the differences within member countries,
such as the dispute between Thailand and Cambodia about the proprietary rights
of the surrounding areas of Preah Vihear Temple ; the border conflicts of Malaysia
the Philippines Indonesia ; the differences in social and cultural practices since
the ASEAN people have racial and religious diversity. In addition, it was obvious
that there were some disparities among member countries in terms of the level of
development. It was necessary, therefore, to explore new avenues for closer
cooperation among member countries. As a result, ASEAN Community should
be established by 2015. The ASEAN Community is comprised of three pillars,
namely : 1) ASEAN Political — Security Community 2) ASEAN Economic
Community 3) ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community. The official establishment
of ASEAN Community in 2015 will strengthen regional peace and stability,
accelerate economic growth and promote active collaboration and mutual
assistant to raise the living standards of their people.
Key words : ASEAN Community ; Opportunity ; Risk
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